
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAOMI 

SHENEBERGER 

 
FOREWORD 

KENNY M. MWANSA 
SHARON HENRY 

 



Naomi Sheneberger 

ii 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Intimacy, The Power of Fragrance 

 

 

iii 

COPYRIGHT NOTE 

Copyright © 2019 Naomi Sheneberger  

All rights reserved. 

 
ISBN-13:9781081797928 

 
 

 
The Copyright of this publication, 

“INTIMACY, THE POWER OF FRAGRANCE’                                                               
is reserved and no part of it may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any 
form of mechanical, electronic, or photocopying 
without the prior permission of the OWNER, 
Naomi Sheneberger. Cover design and page layout 
by SplendidWorks. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SplendidWorksnk@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Naomi Sheneberger 

iv 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DEDICATION 
 

o my sister; Christel who I know has walked 
an intimate walk with Jesus even in the midst 
of rejection, physical and emotional abuse, 

serious health challenges and unanswered questions. 
Despite all this, her fragrance is uplifting, generous 
compassionate and lavished in wisdom.  
 
Christel, I admire your strength and can only 
conclude, it is Jesus. He is truly your fragrance of 
triumph.  

(Roman 8:28 and 2 Corinthians 2:14). 
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FOREWORD                                                               

KENNY M. MWANSA 

y dear friend Pastor Obed Mubanga 

introduced me to a wonderful blond   

who happens to be a woman of God. 

My first meeting with Pastor Naomi 

Sheneberger struck a chord in my heart. I felt hit 

by something; it aroused a sense of passion for 

God. And at another time we met with Pastor 

Naomi, I was with my two sons, she bought them 

hot chocolate and she got me cappuccino at some 

restaurant in Lusaka, Zambia. We discussed 

something concerning authorship. And all of a 

sudden, the dear Holy Spirit through this 

earthen vessel created an atmosphere that 

brought a sense of awe and awakening…that 

happened because Naomi begun to teach me 

from the word of God that there‘s fragrance and 

power in the name of Jesus. She would get a 

Hebrew word and gave me the interpretation in 

English. I was so impressed and I said, “Lady why 

don’t you write a book on that? She said, ―You think 

so?”. I said, “I know so”. She then said, ―Well I 

have scribbled a few thoughts…Can I send them 

to you so you can help me put them together as a 

book? And I said, ―Yes mam‖. She did send, via 

M 
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email. Thus this is her book, her first book. This 

is probably one of the most intriguing books you 

may have come across. It transcends culture, 

challenges the status quo of the church and 

unravels the mystery of the power that is in the 

name of Jesus. In this book Pastor Naomi 

Sheneberger clarifies that a perfume is extracted 

from crushing the delicate petals and the fragrant 

scent extracted from this process is both precious 

and extremely costly. The name of Jesus is 

revealed in God‘s sacred name. Likewise, the 

name Yeshua (Hebrew name for Jesus) means, 

Yahweh saves; [Mathew 1:21]. Naomi states that, 

“His name is being compared to a perfume, 

you cannot see it or touch it, but you know 

and can experience its presence because of 

its fragrance. Every time the Father hears us use 

His Son‘s name to pray, He pours His love, 

mercy and grace upon us. This experience 

becomes a sweet fragrance to us because it lingers 

and remains an everlasting memory of His 

finished work for us.  

In this master piece, ‗INTIMACY, THE 

POWER OF FRAGRANCE‘, Pastor Naomi has 

belabored to go in depth and to teach us the 

essence of the name of Jesus in a metaphor of a 

fragrance. Once you begin to read this book, you 
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may find it difficult to stop, for every page is 

INSIGHTFUL and a REVELATION. Enjoy the 

book!  

For The Cause of Christ, 

 

Kenny Mwansa, D. Min                                                            

Author, Publisher, Speaking Coach & Pastor                                       

Radical Hope Ministries, Inc.                                         

radicalhopeministries@gmail.com 
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INTRODUCTION  

 
BY SHARON HENRY 

 
I have known Naomi since 2012. I have been in 
her home in Zambia and many of her 
conferences. She truly embodies what it is to be a 
soldier of Jesus Christ diffusing the sweet 
fragrance of Him wherever she goes as is evident 
by testimony on page one of the pages. 
 
She serves the body of Christ as a prophet, 
teacher of the word, exhorter, carer and servant. 
Tirelessly speaking at numerous conferences and 
the world over. I have been incredibly blessed by 
her teachings. 
 
She started off as a beautician and very quickly 
God introduced her to the original prophetic oils 
of the Bible which she then began to incorporate 
into business. She uses them widely in her 
prophetic ministry and many have been blessed 
by them. 
 
She and her husband Robb are busy building a 
school for orphaned children in Zambia in order 
for them to have hope and a future. The school‘s 
name is Hesed. 
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May this book be a blessing to you as you read 
the scriptures with new insight and then take the 
fragrance of Christ with you into the world. 
 
Thankyou Naomi for writing this book. 
 
To Your Success, 
Sharon Henry 
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CHAPTER ONE 
 
 

 OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY 
 

 

 
ntimacy with the God the Father must be our 
highest priority. We are in new era of 
intimacy with the Triune God. It is the era of 

the BRIDE of CHRIST co-ruling, co-reigning 
and co-creating with heaven. 
 
Everything is perfected and restored in and from 
His presence. We are living in the last days of the 
great outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The word 
declares in Joel 2:28 through to 32, ―And it shall 
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions:  
Joe 2:29. And also upon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I pour out my 
spirit.  
Joe 2:30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens 
and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke.  

I 
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Joe 2:31. The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before the great and 
the terrible day of the LORD come.  
Joe 2:32. And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD 
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath 
said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall 
call.‖ 
End of Quote 
 
The preceding scripture will characterise the last 
days of the move of God. His invitation to us is 
come up to the mountain of the Lord. This 
mountain is also referred to as Mount Zion, His 
holy habitation. This is where we learn His ways 
and walk in His paths.  We have been ushered 
into a ministry in Zion and earth. As Jesus is in 
heaven so are we in the world. We should imitate 
Jesus; He did nothing without consulting the 
heavenly Father.  
 
This is where we are as citizens of heaven, are 
made righteous through Jesus are seated with 
Him in heavenly places. Our daily bread is given 
to us from here and our knowledge of earth is 
given in this realm of glory. We will no longer 
learn how to live from earth but we will find truth 
concerning our way of living, ruling and abundant 
life from Mount Zion. We are living from another 
reality, where our kingdom reality is becoming 
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more real than our earthly one. This is the only 
place where we will find rest, peace and victory in 
the days ahead. Humility is birthed from this 
realm and true humility in Christ will lead to a 
mature Bride who will bring transformation to 
nations in Divine wisdom. 
 
I am passionate about living from this realm of 
glory and inviting many to join this company of 
passionate Christ‘s followers. I am learning to 
daily surrender into the confidence I have in His 
intimate love for me. God chases after me with 
His love and is committed to me living in His 
perfect design. May you be blessed as you journey 
with me in intimacy with our creator. 
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―Intimacy can also be understood as, 
into me see‖. 
-TD. Jakes 

Bishop, Potter‘s House Church 
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CHAPTER TWO  

 
 

POWER OF SMELL 

 
 
 

cents tell us much more than we‘re aware of 
that is why the power of scent should not 
be underestimated. Scents can trigger 
intense feelings and emotions in every 

human being. Our scent receptors are closely 
linked to the emotional centres of the brain. Smell 
memory holds all aspects of a moment 
remembered: sounds, sights, faces and thoughts. 
The scent of a fragrance, for example, will 
transport you in time to that very special moment 
and will awake images and emotions. 
 
An encounter with a scent can bring back long-
forgotten memories of people and events from 
our past. Just passing someone on the street 
smelling a certain perfume fragrance can send you 
back 20 years in an instant!  
Was your mother a Chanel #5 woman? Standing 
next to someone in a crowded elevator, who is 

S 
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wearing Chanel #5 fragrance, can conjure up 
memories from childhood: going to a birthday 
party with your mom or cuddling before bed 
while reading a story - those memories can come 
flooding back and bring up the warm feelings 
associated with such special moments with just 
one sniff! God has created a multitude of aromas 
that often evoke positive and deep emotions; 
walking through a pine forest, the smell of the 
sea, a bunch of red roses can all bring 
associations of love, intimacy or security. 
However, fragrances can also evoke negative 
emotions in us. A certain scent could also bring 
back memories of a painful or abusive 
relationship. Some smells may comfort you and 
others may invoke a depressive spirit. 
 
 
The power of smell is a precious gift in 
relationship to all our other five senses. Smell will 
give you the fastest emotional recall out of all the 
other senses. While your brain is still discerning 
the flavour of a food, a specific sound or what 
you are seeing, your olfactory centre has within 
only two synapses, defined the fragrance and 
been able to define what it is or into which 
category of past experiences it is most closely 
associated. It is one of many powerful tools the 
Holy Spirit will use to begin the healing process 
of memories hidden deep into the subconscious. 
As you take this journey into the various 



Intimacy, The Power of Fragrance 

 

23 

fragrances, I would like to encourage you to use 
the oil you are about to study and take a moment 
to smell it and allow your senses to capture any 
memory or association. There may be no specific 
memory; however, the smell may remind you of a 
similar fragrance, flower, fruit or spice. The 
power of fragrance rests in the hands of the Holy 
Spirit who will reveal the truth of God‘s infinite 
love towards you. He will fill your heart with 
hope and belonging. It was customary in the 
Roman Empire after a major victory in battle to 
celebrate before the citizens of Rome with 
magnificent parades. As part of the ceremonies, 
fragrances and incense would be burned 
throughout the city as the armies marched 
through the city to the sound of triumphant 
music and sweet aroma of victory. Even those  
that did not attend the parade could hear the 
music and smell the sweet aroma and they knew 
that Rome had been victorious. Similarly, God 
can use fragrances to evoke memory of His 
character and love that invites us into a more 
intimate relationship with Him. We find this 
example in the Old Testament in Exodus 30:34-
37…. the Word declares… 
 
―And the Lord said to Moses, take sweet spices - 
stacte, onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with 
pure frankincense, an equal amount of each - and 
make of them incense, a perfume after the 
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perfumer's art, seasoned with salt and mixed, 
pure and sacred. You shall beat some of it very 
small and put some of it before the Testimony in 
the Tent of Meeting, where I will meet with you; 
it shall be to you most holy. And the incense 
which you shall make according to its 
composition you shall not make for yourselves; it 
shall be to you holy to the Lord."  
 
There is no sweeter smell than the smell of grace 
in Christ Jesus, and it is you and I that are the 
recipients of that grace. We are to God the 
fragrance of Christ.  
2Cor. 2:14, states… ―Now thanks be unto God, 
which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by 
us in every place. 2Co 2:15. For we are unto God 
a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish .  
 
This is an incredible thought and reality. 
Wherever we go, we not only represent Christ by 
our actions, life styles or various acts of kindness 
but we each have our own individual fragrance 
which first and foremost ministers to God and 
then to others. We are called to be an ever 
present memory of His sweet love and presence 
in this world. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 
 

THE FRAGRANCE                                                                       
OF HIS NAME 

 
 

hilippians 2:9-11 ,declares..―Therefore, 
God elevated him to the place of highest 
honour and gave him the name above all 

other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord.‖ 
 
In the Hebrew language, names have meaning. 
The Hebrew language makes use of word pictures 
which bring a greater depth and understanding to 
names. I would like to begin with the name of 
God. In Hebrew word pictures, God‘s name is 
Yahweh.  Isaiah 42:8 says, ―I am the Lord 
(Yahweh) that is My name. And My glory I will 
not give to another.‖ Another of many scriptures 
that confirms His name as being the name above 
all names is found in Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21, ―And it 
shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name 
of the Lord (Yahweh) shall be saved.‖ 

P 
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God made covenant with the children of Israel, 
promising them a Messiah who would come and 
redeem them. This Yahweh mentioned in Joel 
and Acts is a foreshadowing of our coming 
Yeshua (Jesus). 
 
―Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord 
(Yahweh), when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not 
like the covenant which I made with their fathers 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt, my covenant which they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord 
(Yahweh). But this is the covenant which I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, 
says the Lord (Yahweh). I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it upon their hearts, and I 
will be their God and they shall be my people. 
And no longer shall each man teach his neighbor 
and each his brother, saying, ―Know the Lord 
(Yahweh), for they shall all know Me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord 
(Yahweh); for I will forgive them their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sins no more.‖                  
                                              -Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Let us take a deeper look at the word picture 
meaning of Yahweh overleaf. 
Hebrew reads from right to left. The actual word 
interpretation or tetragrammation of each letter is 
as follows: Let us take a deeper look at the word 
picture meaning of Yahweh. Yahweh, in Hebrew 
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is spelled:  Yood, Hey, Vav, Hey   
Hebrew reads from right to left. The actual word 

interpretation or tetragrammation of each letter is 

as follows: 

 HAND י    

 REVEALED 

NAIL/HOOK 

REVEALED 

The letter is also the word for ―behold‖ and 

its numerical value of 5, represents grace. The 

letter ―hey‖ is also the word for ―behold‖ and its 

numerical value of in the Hebrew alphabet is 5 

and represents grace. The name Yahweh is 

found over 6,800 times in the Tanuka. As you 

read your KJV version, it is written as LORD. 

The Jewish sages interpret this name to form the 

phrase, ―He was, He is, and He will be‖. 

 
The salvation plan and mission of Jesus are 
hidden in the name of God. The Father reveals 
the Son throughout the Old Testament. Psalms 
2:7―I will declare the decree, The Lord (Yahweh) 

http://www.snydertalk.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Yahweh-Image.jpg
http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logoschristian.org/LWN/hey.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.logoschristian.org/LWN/godsname.html&h=50&w=50&sz=2&tbnid=hxbjl-BSXKLZcM:&tbnh=50&tbnw=50&prev=/search?q=hebrew+letter+hey&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=hebrew+letter+hey&usg=__ZHkqvXSfTrfDBonL1yWjkfu8wPs=&docid=vzcKyP0MOENxsM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=AO_3UOHMMoTF0QXwt4GgDg&ved=0CDYQ9QEwAg&dur=339
http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logoschristian.org/LWN/hey.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.logoschristian.org/LWN/godsname.html&h=50&w=50&sz=2&tbnid=hxbjl-BSXKLZcM:&tbnh=50&tbnw=50&prev=/search?q=hebrew+letter+hey&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=hebrew+letter+hey&usg=__ZHkqvXSfTrfDBonL1yWjkfu8wPs=&docid=vzcKyP0MOENxsM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=AO_3UOHMMoTF0QXwt4GgDg&ved=0CDYQ9QEwAg&dur=339
http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logoschristian.org/LWN/hey.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.logoschristian.org/LWN/godsname.html&h=50&w=50&sz=2&tbnid=hxbjl-BSXKLZcM:&tbnh=50&tbnw=50&prev=/search?q=hebrew+letter+hey&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=hebrew+letter+hey&usg=__ZHkqvXSfTrfDBonL1yWjkfu8wPs=&docid=vzcKyP0MOENxsM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=AO_3UOHMMoTF0QXwt4GgDg&ved=0CDYQ9QEwAg&dur=339
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has said to Me, ―You are My Son, today I have 
begotten You.‖ 
 
In Song of Solomon 1:3, the Shunamite woman 
who represents the bride boasts to all her 
maidens concerning her new found lover, 
symbolic of Jesus. ―The odor of your ointments is 
fragrant; Your name is like perfume poured out, 
therefore the maidens love you.‖ Her lover is also 
compared to the Lilly of the Valleys or the Rose 
of Sharon. 
 
A perfume is extracted from crushing the delicate 
petals and the fragrant scent extracted from this 
process is both precious and extremely costly. 
The name of Yeshua is revealed in God‘s sacred 
name. Likewise, the name Yeshua means, 
Yahweh saves; Mathew 1:21 ―And she will bring 
forth a Son, and you shall call His name Yeshua, 
for He shall save His people from their sins‖. He 
had not yet been physically revealed but He was, 
He is, and He will be. His name is being 
compared to a perfume, you cannot see it or 
touch it, but you know and can experience its 
presence because of its fragrance. In the New 
Testament we are encouraged to use His name, 
even though He is no longer physically with us, 
we carry His fragrance.  
In 1 John 4:17 the scriptures reassure us that as 
He is so are we in this world.  We are the 
fragrance of Christ and Christ in me, the hope of 
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glory. The word declares in 
 
John 14: 13 and I quote. “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, he who believes in Me, the works that 
I do he will do also; and greater works than 
these he will do, because I go to My Father. 
And whatever you ask in My Name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will 
do it.”  
 
Every time the Father hears us use His Son‘s 
name to pray, He pours His love, mercy and 
grace upon us. This experience becomes a sweet 
fragrance to us because it lingers and remains an 
everlasting memory of His finished work for us. 
I encourage you to imagine yourself carrying the 
invisible fragrance of Jesus with you. Begin to 
visualize the impact you could have upon 
everyone you come into contact with. Imagine 
the joy you would bring; the hope you would 
impart. This thought excites me, what about you? 
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                   The salvation plan and mission of 
                 Jesus are hidden in the name of God. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 
 

THE ALTER OF        
INCENSE 

 
 

n Exodus 30:1-10 we read that the golden 
alter of incense was straight ahead before the 
veil. It was the place where God instructed 

Moses to burn incense twice daily. It had to be 
perpetual incense unto the Lord throughout 
generations. It was made from Acacia wood 
which was insect resistant and speaks about the 
incorruptible nature of Jesus. The acacia wood 
was covered in pure gold, which is symbolic of 
His righteousness. It stood higher than any other 
of the articles of furniture in the holy place, 2 
cubits (3 feet) tall. It was one cubit square and it 
had around the top a crown of gold. Lower down 
on each side were golden rings to insert the 
bronze poles for carrying. 
It had 4 horns which also had to be sprinkled 
with the blood of the sin offering. The horns 
speak of strength and power. The blood upon the 
horns reveals our strength and power through the 
life giving blood of Jesus, who became our sin 
offering. 

I 
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Many have believed that in the tabernacle the 
number four portrays the four aspects of the 
nature of Jesus; 
 
Jesus as Lion of Judah 
Jesus as servant Ox 
Jesus as Man 
Jesus as Eagle 
 
The Alter of Incense becomes a beautiful picture 
of Jesus (Lion of Judah) and our prophet King 
(eagle) coming as a man (to intercede on our 
behalf) to offer His life for us as the perfect 
sacrifice (ox).  It was called the golden alter of 
incense which symbolises Jesus (Yeshua), the 
pure and righteous One, who became the perfect 
sacrifice for sin and gave His life to become a 
sweet smelling aroma to God.  
 
Jesus our High Priest came to make intercession 
for us, as our mediator before God. It is only 
because of Him that we have been made worthy 
to be in His presence. THE COALS, WHICH 
LIT THE INCENSE, WERE CARRIED FROM 
THE ALTER OF SACRIFICE TO THE 
ALTAR OF INCENSE. The fragrant column of 
smoke rising up represents the PRAYERS OF 
INTERCESSION THAT JESUS MAKES ON 
OUR BEHALF BEFORE THE FATHER.  
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Revelations 8:3 declares… “Another angel, 
who had a golden censer, came and stood at 
the altar. He was given much incense to offer, 
with the prayers of all the saints, on the 
golden altar before the throne.”  
 
The High Priest would have to walk past the 
golden alter of incense before entering into the 
Holiest of Holies. He would take the blood from 
the sin offering and with his finger dipped in 
blood; he would put blood on the four horns, 
representing the redemptive blood of Jesus giving 
us free access into the Father‘s presence. Jesus 
said to Peter, "I have prayed for you." The four 
horns speak of Christ's ministry extending to the 
four corners of the earth.  Jesus, the King 
Himself as represented by the crown of gold, is 
watching over us like a Shepherd watches his 
sheep. He stands in our place during trials and 
tribulations, and defends and vindicates us before 
our enemies. He can intercede on our behalf 
because of the atoning work on the cross of 
Calvary. Jesus is a sweet aroma before His Father 
and we become perfumed with the fragrance of 
Christ as we take on His righteousness. As we 
stand before our Fathers‘ presence, He becomes 
delighted over us because we have accepted His 
Son and have been adopted as His sons and 
daughters to be heirs with Him. We are given the 
use of His powerful name and carry His fragrance 
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upon us, into the world.  We are made one with 
Him. 
 
The incense, consisting of equal parts of 
frankincense, stacte, galbanum and onycha, mixed 
with salt, was burnt on the pieces of hot coal, 
which the High Priest removed in a censer or fire 
pan from the alter of burnt offerings in the 
courtyard. Poured out on burning coals the 
incense produced a delightful aroma in the Holy 
Place. It was the offering of the person whose 
sins had been forgiven by blood and who then 
went on to express the fragrance of love and 
worship, which is a sweet aroma to the Lord. The 
Lord loves our free will praise and gratitude. He 
delights in our thanksgiving. 
 
Ps 141:2 states… “Let my prayer be set before 
You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as 
the evening sacrifice”. 
 
Psalms 100:4 states, ―Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give 
thanks to Him and praise His name.‖ 
 
God Himself comes and inhabits the praise and 
worship of His bride. His presence fills the 
atmosphere with a fragrance. We will study the 
deeper meaning of the four fragrances that were 
carefully blended with finely ground salt, in the 
chapters that follow. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 
   
                          

        YOUR FRAGRANCE 
 
 
 
 

t this juncture let me begin by quoting a 
powerful words… “As perfume doth remain 
in the folds where it has lain So the thought of 

you remaining, deeply folded in my brain will not leave me, 
many things leave me, you remain.” 
                                                -Arthur Symonds 
2 Corinthians 2:14 says, ―Now thanks be to God 
who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 
through us defuses the fragrance of His 
knowledge in every place.‖ 
I love this powerful scripture in 2 Corinthians 
2:15; ―For we are the aroma of Christ to God 
among those who are being saved and those who 
are perishing‖ 
 
Have you ever experienced your presence to be 
offensive to someone? Have you felt that you just 
do not feel welcome in certain company? The 
fragrance of Christ in you can be an offense to 
people. Many times you will begin to feel as 

A 
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though there is something wrong with you. You 
may even get rejected by friends for no reason at 
all. Perhaps your presence is convicting them or 
making them feel uncomfortable. Look what the 
bible has to say about these situations, 
 “To those who are perishing, we are a 
dreadful smell of death and doom. But to 
those who are being saved, we are a life-
giving perfume. And who is adequate for 
such a task as this”?                                                               
-2 Corinthians 2: 16. 
 
I love the Message Bible translation, “In the Messiah, 
in Christ, God leads us from place to place in one 
perpetual victory parade. Through us, he brings 
knowledge of Christ. Everywhere we go, people 
breathe in the exquisite fragrance. Because of 
Christ, we give off a sweet scent rising to God, 
which is recognized by those on the way of 
salvation—an aroma redolent with life. But those 
on the way to destruction treat us more like the 
stench from a rotting corpse.‖ 
 
Another interesting account of incense is 
recorded in Numbers 16: 41-50. The children of 
Israel were complaining to Moses and Aaron and 
accusing them for killing the children of the Lord. 
God was so angered by their complaining that 
God wanted to consume them. God instructed 
Moses and Aaron to leave the congregation and 
separate themselves from the people. God struck 
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the congregation with a deadly plague. Moses 
instructed Aaron to go and get a censor and put 
fire in it and to fill it with incense from the 
golden alter of incense. Aaron ran in the midst of 
the dead and the living holding the burning 
incense and the plague stopped, but 14 700 died 
that day. 
 
This account speaks about the power of His 
invisible fragrant presence in our midst. The 
incense in this incident symbolises the 
intercession Jesus makes continually before the 
Father on our behalf. It also symbolises the 
powerful fragrance of Jesus we carry amongst the 
living and the dead. A fragrance is invisible, yet 
powerful to overcome the forces of death that 
come against us. Consider the fragrance you bring 
into your home. As a mother, you have the power 
to change the atmosphere of your home. If you 
are in a bad mood, most definitely the entire 
family will follow your mood. A mood is not 
tangible, yet its power affects an entire household. 
Your fragrance can bring joy, laughter and 
positive influence into your work environment, 
social events and even in difficult and hopeless 
situations. 
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The bride of Christ, who is fragranced in her 
Saviour‘s perfume, is called to declare His 
Fragrant Name to all nations. She refreshes the 
atmosphere of households, churches, businesses 
and high places with His sweet aroma of love and 
grace. Her presence is powerfully intoxicating, life 
changing and intriguing, especially to the unsaved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

―To those who are perishing, we are a                                                        
dreadful smell of death and doom.                                                    
But to those who are being saved,                                     

we are a life-giving perfume.                                                                          
And who is adequate for such a task  

as this‖? 
-2 Corinthians 2: 16. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

 

UNDERSTANDING                           
INCENSE AND ANOINTING 

 
 

Why did God use olive oil for anointing and 

salt for incense? 
he word of God speaks about anointing 

and also incense. When God spoke to 

Moses in Exodus 30: 23 – 30, He gave 

Moses a specific recipe for an anointing 

oil which was to be used by the High Priest to 

anoint the Ark of the Testimony, the table and all 

its utensils and the lamp stand and its utensils and 

the alter of incense; the alter of burnt offering 

with its utensils and the laver and it`s base. 

Included were Aaron and his sons that they may 

minister to me as Priests. We notice that the 

anointing was specifically for purpose of 

ministering. Throughout scripture we notice 

how the anointing, represented by the Holy Spirit, 

provides us with authority, insight and a specific 

T 
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separation unto God to do as He has imparted 

power to us. We cannot minister outside of the 

power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came to 

lead us into all Truth concerning the character of 

Jesus and the revelation of the finished and 

complete work of the cross. The Holy Spirit is to 

us as the Law, given by God to Moses, was for 

the children of Israel. The Law was given to be 

kept however the Holy Spirit was sent to us to 

lead us. It is for this reason that the Holy Spirit 

had to come before the disciples could go out. 

The gospel message and the correct interpretation 

of it were so important to God, that He sent us a 

Helper and Counsellor to go before us and be our 

wisdom and strength.  

In John 14:25 we read that the Holy Spirit will be 

sent to teach us all things, He will help us to walk 

in truth and in the specific assigned purposes 

God has intended for us. We are also encouraged 

in 1 Corinthians 2:21, 22 ―Now He who 

establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed 

us is God, who also has sealed us and given us 

the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.‖  

1 Corinthians 3:4-6 ―And we have such trust 

through Christ towards God, who also made us 

sufficient as ministers of the New Covenant, not 
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of the letter but of the Spirit, for the letter kills, 

but the Spirit gives life.‖ 

It is obvious in these scriptures that as Aaron was 

anointed and set apart to be a minster as a Priest 

before the people, so are we in the New 

Covenant meant to receive this anointing to 

minister as Priests before the people. Jesus came 

to be the perfect High Priest and gave us all the 

examples we could ever ask for, as well as leaving 

us with the Holy Spirit who will lead us and guide 

us continually. We see here, how it is imperative 

to live in the power of the anointing and not in 

our own strength. 

If anointing was the only requirement needed, for 

us to live in power and authority, then God 

would have stopped there with Moses, but He did 

not. In Exodus 30:34-38, we read about a specific 

recipe for incense. Why would God also require 

an incense to be burnt? Why did He require 

Moses to make the anointing oil before the 

incense? Is there significance in this order and if 

so why? Notice how God has a pattern by which 

all things both in heaven and upon earth abide by. 

God‘s requirements in the Old Testament always 

point us towards relationship with Jesus. We are 
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lead to Jesus and into relationship with Him by 

the Holy Spirit. The anointing oil in this instance 

is a picture of how God has set us apart and 

made us righteous ministers of His grace by the 

power and strength of the Holy Spirit. We enter 

into intimacy with our Bride Groom via the altar 

of incense. We have to pass it in order to go 

beyond it, into the Holy of Holies. He longs for 

us to thirst and hunger for righteousness. This is 

only possible by the continual leading and 

obedience to the Holy Spirit. 

Let Us Understand The Anointing:  

God instructed Moses to use the anointing oil for 

consecration so that everything in the tabernacle 

will be most holy. Here after, God instructed 

Moses to make incense out of sweet spices, 

stacte, onycha, galbanum and pure frankincense. 

There is a setting apart first, then a coming to 

Him in intimate relationship. There had to be an 

equal amount for each ingredient and it had to be 

salted, pure and holy. We can assume that after 

God had instructed Moses to make the anointing 

oil and said that everything the oil touches, 

including the alter of incense, upon which this 

incense he had made was going to be burnt upon, 

was only holy because it had been anointed and 
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consecrated or set apart. We also have been set 

apart and anointed by God. ―Now He who 

establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed 

us is God, who has sealed us and given us the 

Spirit in our Hearts as a guarantee.‖ 2 Corinthians 

2:14, 15.  In the following chapter we read, 

“Now thanks be to God who always leads us 

in triumph in Christ, and through us defuses/ 

manifests the fragrance of His knowledge in 

every place.” Both the anointing and the 

fragrance are mentioned in these verses. God 

intends for His bride to become secure in His 

Sons love for her and she will approach Him with 

confidence, without shame, guilt or fear. Their 

mutual delight in one another becomes the 

fragrance that rises as a column of white smoke, 

perfuming the throne of God. Jesus is coming 

back to a Bride passionately devoted to Him. He 

is not coming back for a fearful, self –conscious 

and condemned Bride. Father God has sent forth 

the Holy Spirit into the earth to search for those 

whose hearts are willing to be fashioned and 

formed into an offering which will bring pleasure 

to the Heir of all things, Jesus. He is raising a 

Bride filled with knowledge of His love for her. 

He is calling His Bride by name, My Beloved, 
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beautiful one. He says, ―you are the apple of My 

eye...you have dove‘s eyes.‖  He says to her that 

as much as He is single focused upon her, so will 

she be towards Him. When Jesus is revealed, a 

hunger for purity and righteousness is released. 

Once you accept the Son, you receive a seal from 

the Father and He gives you the anointing to 

secure you as an heir to His Kingdom. This 

anointing comes with many benefits and 

empowers you to live victoriously. ―If I do not go 

away, the Helper shall not come to you, but if I 

go, I will send Him to you.... He shall glorify Me, 

for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to 

you.‖ John 16:7,14.  

All that belongs to His Son becomes yours. Do 

you long to be affective for the Kingdom? Are 

you eager to make a difference in this life? This is 

very possible and more affective once you have 

had intimate fellowship with the One you are 

testifying about. Begin by praying, ―that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 

give to (me) a spirit of wisdom and of revelation 

in the knowledge of Him.‖ Eph 1:17. When you 

come into His presence, He perfumes you with a 

fragrance of triumph. This fragrance never leaves 

you because it is His Sons fragrance and He 
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promises‘ to never leave you nor forsake you. 

What is the difference between anointing and 

offering incense? 

Anointing is a supernatural release of power and 

authority to perform all God has entrusted upon 

you to do. This anointing is for His glory and to 

the benefit of His Kingdom. Many examples are 

given in scripture, describing the anointing for 

Kings, Priests, and Prophets and for laying on of 

hands for the sick. 

 Incense is symbolic of our sacrificial offering to 

the Lord. It is like a free will offering of thanks 

giving purely intended for relationship and no 

selfish gain. 

How can I apply this to my new covenant 

relationship in grace? We find the answer in 

Exodus 30: 34-35 ―And the Lord said to Moses: 

―Take sweet spices, stacte and onycha and 

galbanum, and pure spices; there shall be equal 

amounts of each. You shall make of this incense, 

a compound according to the art of the perfumer, 

salted, pure, and holy......it shall be most holy to 

you. .... you shall not make any for yourselves...v 

38 whoever makes like it, to smell it, he shall be 
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cut off from his people.‖ 

God loves to lavish His fragrance upon us and 

His fragrance comes and envelops us. The words, 

to smell it, in Hebrew translate to ―ruach‖, 

which means the breath or wind of the Holy 

Spirit. I can only assume the Lord places a very 

high value and honour to the Holy Spirits 

guidance in our lives and no one may speak, 

prophesy or insinuate to speak to another, by the 

breath or voice of God, except by the prompting 

of the Holy Spirit. God instructs not to make any 

of this fragrance for the benefit of ourselves. 

When we speak from out of an intimate 

relationship of grace and sonship, we will speak 

as though our words are a sweet fragrance, 

inspired by God who leads us in Christ to always 

triumph. We become the sweet fragrance of His 

knowledge in every place, for we are to God the 

fragrance of Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:14. As we 

draw closer to beholding Jesus and through the 

Holy Spirit become more and more aware of how 

much we are loved and valued as sons and 

daughters of the Most High God, the more the 

fragrance of Jesus becomes our fragrance and the 

reality of this verse in 2 Corinthians 2: 15, which 

says, ―For we are to God the fragrance of Christ, 

among those who are being saved and among 
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those who are perishing.‖, is true.  

This is the most precious fragrance unto the 

Lord. It was only to be burnt in the special place 

of meeting between the High Priest and God 

Himself. It speaks of extreme intimacy between 

you and God, achieved by the presence of the 

Holy Spirit, who reveals Jesus and his passionate 

love, to you. The scriptures remind us in 1 

Corinthians 4:5, that, 

“Therefore do not go on passing judgement 

before the time, but wait until the Lord 

comes who will both bring to light the things 

hidden in the darkness and disclose the 

motives of men`s hearts; and then each 

man`s praise will come to him from God.” 

 At the very top of the Holy Spirits divine 

activities and responsibilities, is for Him to glorify 

Jesus and to fill the Bride with affections toward 

Him. Our journey can only begin in this place of 

intimacy. The Bible speaks about the secret place 

of the Most High. ―He, who dwells in the secret 

place of the Most High, shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty.‖ Psalms 91:1. 

This is the place where the High Priest found 
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Gods heart for the people. God would share His 

plans, His intentions and His love with the High 

Priest, who would share it with His people. He 

yearns to anoint a generation consumed with the 

desire to make His name known to all the 

nations. He longs for this and has carved out a 

place and fragrance for this. God instructs not to 

make any of this fragrance for the benefit of 

ourselves.  

Spending time in intimacy with God will ―rub 

off‖ on us. The fragrance of Jesus will become 

our fragrance as we are being transformed from 

glory to glory into the image of Him. 

The word declares… 

 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect 

the Lord's glory, are being transformed into 

his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which 

comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”                      

2 Corinthians 3:18 

The place where God meets with you and reveals 

the secrets of His heart with you, through the 

intimacy of the Holy Spirit, who reveals all truth 

to you, is one of the most precious moments He 

enjoys with you. God‘s intention is for us to be 

continually abiding in Him.  



Intimacy, The Power of Fragrance 

 

51 

I would like to relate this story to you, so that the 

point of intimacy God desires with us can be 

simplified to our everyday living. My husband had 

bought me a personally chosen fragrance which I 

loved and enjoyed wearing. It became my 

fragrance and his emotions were always fondly 

stirred to loving thoughts toward me when he 

smelt this fragrance, especially when the fragrance 

lingered after I had left for a business trip. I 

assume the lingering of my fragrance upon my 

pillow was comforting and pleasant to him. My 

mother enjoyed this fragrance so much, that I 

bought her a bottle for Christmas. A year later, I 

was given a new special fragrance from my 

husband and the comment he made in love was, 

―this time keep this for yourself, this is what I like 

to identify you with!‖  

The incense is for our time of intimacy with our 

Father, who says, ‗I will not share you with 

anyone else. Listen carefully to the secrets of My 

heart, which I am about to tell you. All I share 

with you is holy and sacred; treat it with respect 

and honour.‘ Incense is mixed with salt, and is 

burned over fire. It releases a sweet aroma, 

pleasing to the Lord. This is symbolic of the 
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covenant we enter into with our Father and He 

with us. 

 Jesus became our perfect fragrance and as we 

identify ourselves with Him and we measure 

ourselves to all Jesus is, we too become the sweet 

smelling fragrance Jesus our perfect sacrificed 

Lamb was before His father. 

We have to surrender completely to identifying 

ourselves not by our own efforts, strengths or 

even weaknesses, but only by all Jesus 

accomplished on our behalf. God can only 

receive a sweet fragrance from us, out of all Jesus 

has done on our behalf, which was to make us 

righteous before Abba Father. 
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What does the Old Testament say about 

Offerings? 

Leviticus 1:9 ―.......an offering made by fire, a 

sweet aroma to the Lord.‖ 

Leviticus 1:3 ―.......he shall offer it of his own free 

will at the door of the tabernacle of meeting 

before the Lord.‖ 

In the Old Testament the burnt offering is killed, 

its head is severed, the fat is removed and its legs 

and entrails are washed with water. All this speaks 

of the death of Jesus, who has ―given Himself for 

us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweet-smelling aroma.‖ -Ephesians 5:2 

The offerer gave the offering to God, of his own 

free will. It was a choice and not a command. 

Jesus offered up His life and gave us this same 

choice. Our choice to engage in intimacy with 

God begins with a choice and eventually becomes 

a desire that consumes us. We become 

intoxicated with His love, delight and consuming 

commitment of grace towards us. ―Because of the 

fragrance of your good ointments, your name is 

ointment poured forth.‖ Song of Songs. The 

delightful perfumed fragrance speaks symbolically 
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of the graces of Christ‘s personality. The 

affectionate, passionate heart of God swells with 

joy and delight over us even while we`re failing 

and feeling unworthy or being self-centered. It is 

hard to conceptualise that even though God is 

self-sufficient, He desires our love.  

―In this is love, not that we loved God, but that 

He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins.‖ -1 John 4:10 

The burnt offering was unlike any of the other 

offerings.This offering was completely consumed; 

nothing was left for human consumption. This 

symbolic picture describes Jesus perfectly.  

He offered Himself voluntarily and was 

consumed by the fiery wrath of God because of 

the sin that was imputed upon Him. Jesus died 

and was overcome by the power of death and 

consequences of sin, as was the burnt offering. 

This act of surrender, which Jesus offered to His 

Father, became the most highly prized 

commitment of love and it is this fragrance we 

adopt from Jesus as we draw closer in intimacy 

with Him. Jesus encourages us to draw near to 

Him, to behold Him, to identify ourselves with 

Him, so that our lives become an instrument of 

worship, continually surrendered to His faithful 
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and unfailing love towards us. Beholding Jesus 

leads to becoming more like Him. A healthy 

perception of Jesus leads to a healthier and 

balanced experience of living. Right believing 

leads to right living. As He is, seated and resting 

at the right side of His Father, with the power of 

the finished work of the cross completed, so are 

you. You have been given all you require to 

release a triumphant fragrance of victory every 

day, in every situation and for every battle.  

The Use of Salt: 

Exodus 30:35 ―You shall make of these incense, a 

compound according to the art of the perfumer, 

salted, pure and holy.‖ 

The four ingredients, stacte, onycha, galbanum 

and pure frankincense had to be crushed and 

mixed with salt and burned to create a white 

column of smoke that would rise up as a sweet 

aroma to the Lord. 

Salt was mentioned to describe as a lasting and 

incorruptible covenant of blessing. All the 

blessings we receive are yes and amen. Just as a 

blood covenant is about blood making covenant 

with blood, a salt covenant is made by combining 
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two quantities of salt, shaking them together and 

hence they become inseparable.  

2 Chronicles 13:5 ―Don't you know that the 

LORD, the God of Israel, has given the kingship 

of Israel to David and his descendants forever by 

a Covenant of Salt?‖ 

This scripture is emphasizing the degree of Gods 

commitment towards Israel and their 

descendants, which includes us.  We also have 

been given a covenant of salt and our union in 

Jesus becomes binding forever. 

What does a salt covenant mean? It means that 

we have been given the incorruptible gift of grace 

and favour, in Jesus. Nothing can ever take the 

permanent gift of salvation away from us. Jesus 

became the fulfilment of this covenant by his 

death and He became the salted covenant and 

cleansed us and has preserved us until the coming 

of our Saviour. It is a sobering thought to know 

that we will never be judged by our impurities 

ever again.  All we are required to do is to remain 

salty. Our saltiness is determined by how 

close we remain to the Hand who is holding 

the salt. 
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The word declares… 

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify 

you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 

body be preserved complete, without blame 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”                      

-1 Thessalonians 5:23 

“Now to him who is able to preserve you 

without sin, and to present you spotless 

before the presence of his glory with 

exceeding joy, in the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 

- Jude 1:24 

Have you ever seen how silver is purified? 

"He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and 

He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them 

like gold and silver, so that they may present to 

the Lord offerings in righteousness." Malachi 3:3 

Silver and gold has to be purified before it is used 

for jewelry or any item of value. The process 

entails the metal to be placed into a heat resistant 

bowl. Salt is lavishly placed on top of the metal 

and then heat is applied. The metal melts and the 
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salt begins to remove all impurities from the 

metal. As the impurities are slowly removed, the 

metal becomes smaller and lighter in weight and 

the silversmith will know it is ready for separation 

only when he can see a reflection of himself in 

the metal. The bowl is tilted and the purified 

silver leaves the impurities behind. 

Is this not an amazing picture of how salt purifies 

and separates? Once the Lord has purified us, we 

will feel lighter and our burdens lifted. We will 

behold Him as we see ourselves hidden in Him 

and we say ―yes‖ to a journey of intimacy, going 

from glory to glory. 

The lamb was salted before being sacrificed. The 

lamb had to be purified by salt and by fire, before 

becoming acceptable by God. 

Grain offerings, also had to be seasoned with salt. 

 ―Every grain offering of yours, moreover, you 

shall season with salt, so that the salt of the 

covenant of your God shall not be lacking from 

your grain offering; with all your offerings you 

shall offer salt. Also if you bring a grain offering 

of early ripened things to the LORD, you shall 

bring fresh heads of grain roasted in the fire, grits 

of new growth, for the grain offering of your 
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early ripened things. ‗You shall then put oil on it 

and lay incense on it; it is a grain offering. ‗The 

priest shall offer up in smoke its memorial 

portion, part of its grits and its oil with all its 

incense as an offering by fire to the LORD.‖ 

Leviticus 2:13 

“You are to offer them before the LORD, and 

the priests are to sprinkle salt on them and 

sacrifice them as a burnt offering to the 

LORD.” 

                                                       Ezekiel 43:24 

The price of the grain offering was fine flour or 

grain, oil, frankincense, and salt. There were no 

specific amounts listed here, people gave what 

they had, and this is what God expects from us. 

God desires our free will offering, because grace 

came to set us free from obligations. Jesus came 

to purify us as salt purifies, He did this with His 

own blood and the end product was a gift called 

grace. 

Once we have tasted grace, we will never want 

anything else. We only get to value the end 

product of grace, once we value the exchange He 

made for us. We will want to follow Jesus and 
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remain close to Him because we realize we 

cannot survive without it. Salt, will keep us 

hungry and thirsty for more grace. Life will never 

"taste" the same without Him. We will continually 

come to Him and ask to be "salted". 

I love this example of sheep and the Shepherd. 

The Word of God continually refers to us as 

sheep who have a Good Shepherd and He will 

lead us, protect us, comfort us, affirm us, instruct 

us and speak blessings over us. 

 I never knew that sheep love salt, however this is 

true and a Shepherd will always carry salt with 

him. The disciples knew this when Jesus spoke 

about us being the salt of the earth. He knew that 

the shepherds amongst his audience would 

identify with His analogy.  

Do you really think that many of His disciples 

following Him associated salt to being a 

preservative? Perhaps when Jesus was speaking to 

them, He meant it in a way that would be readily 

observable to them in a rural, pastoral 

setting. The sheep would never stray from the 

shepherd, once it had tasted salt from the 

shepherd‘s hand. The bond between shepherd 

and sheep shifts to a new position. Jesus is our 
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Shepherd and according to Psalms 23, He will 

lead us and guide us to green pastures. The sheep 

develops a dependency upon the shepherd and he 

keeps his sheep protected in this way. They know 

they will never lack provision, become weary, 

loose strength or get thirsty, as long as they 

remain close to the shepherd. Though I walk 

through the valley of death, I shall fear no evil, 

thy rod and thy staff comfort me, you prepare a 

table for me, before my enemies and You anoint 

my head with oil, separating me from my past and 

You cause my cup to run over. 

I was privileged to go on a walking safari through 

the bush and we came across a salt pan. I was 

fascinated by the importance of these salt pans 

for the survival of the animals. Allow me to break 

open some more truths concerning the 

significance of salt. The Bible refers to salt in 

many ways and speaks about us not losing our 

saltiness or Saviour.  

The Bible declares… 
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“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt 

loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, 

except to be thrown out and trampled by 

men.”  

                                                     -Mathew 5:13  

An animal will continually come to the salt pan 

and receive strength from the minerals it receives. 

This in return provides the animal with a desire to 

drink water and eat more.  Some animals require 

the minerals for other benefits such as combating 

the ill effects of secondary plant toxins.  

“Taste and see that the LORD is good; 

blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.”  

-Psalms 34:8 

“How sweet are your words to my taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth?”  

-Psalms 119:103 

As the water supply becomes scarcer over the dry 

months, nature begins to adapt a new strategy.  

The precipitation upon the leaves provides the 

grazers fresh water. The lakes and watering holes 
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transform into salt pans and the animals lick the 

salt. The salt is filled with minerals and provides 

the animals with strength. However, there is 

beautiful tapestry of events that follows the 

licking and tasting of the salt. The animals would 

not survive these harsh climatic conditions if it 

were not for these salt pans. The salt creates a 

desire to drink and eat. Therefore, they go and 

graze, consuming the tiny water droplets from the 

leaves. This process is imperative for survival.   

This is a symbolic picture, pointing towards 

God‘s desire for us to enjoy intimacy with Jesus 

and without whom we will feel weak, fainthearted 

and hopeless in times of drought. I love this 

phrase in scripture; ―Follow Me and I will make 

you.........‖ 

It is in the abiding and beholding of Jesus, that 

we are transformed from glory to glory. We, who 

have been salted by His seasoning and have been 

purified and made holy by Him, will remain 

strengthened, provided for and never lacking. 

―Blessed is the man whose trust is in the Lord; 

whose hope is the Lord.‖  Just as the sheep trusts 

the wisdom of the shepherd, it will realise that its 
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hope for survival in harsh conditions is 

completely upon the shepherd. We follow Jesus 

and taste and see that He is good.  He will protect 

us and He becomes our resting place. His grace 

becomes like salt to us and we follow Him.  

The Bible also refers to us being the salt of the 

earth. As the sheep follow the Shepherd after 

tasting the salt, so the world will come and lick, 

taste and find strength in our wise council. The 

world will trust us and find rest in our presence. 

They experience an extra ordinary peace in our 

presence. I love the scripture in 1 John 4:17 

―Love has been perfected among us in this: that 

we may have boldness in the day of judgement; 

because as He is, so are in this world‖ 

Jesus said that we are "the salt of the earth" and 

"the light of the world" as He is, so are we. Being 

salt and light is not optional. Jesus did not say you 

can be...or you have the potential to be...He said 

you are. The grace we have received will become 

contagious to this world. They will see our state 

of rest and peace. They will notice our strength 

and abundance of provision. 

The Bible contains numerous references to salt. 

In various contexts, it is used metaphorically to 

signify permanence, loyalty, durability, fidelity, 
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usefulness, value and purification. Salt and oil go 

together. You cannot keep a lamp burning 

without the oil. In order to be the light, you need 

the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit came to abide 

with us, when grace was introduced to this world. 

Without the light, you will not find the salt. 

What does it mean to be a slat covenant in this 

world?  It means that Jesus gave us the 

responsibility He had when He walked upon this 

earth. Jesus fulfilled the promises of God 

wherever He went and so must we. God desires 

for us to be in constant intimacy with Him and be 

more focused upon His goodness and His 

loveliness than out own inadequacies. The world 

will desire to linger in our fragrance, in our light 

and in the presence of the two fused together, 

creating the perfection of Gods will in heaven 

made manifest upon earth. 

Intimacy with you is Gods greatest pleasure and 

He has made it possible, just by you believing in 

all Jesus has done for you. It says, ―Grace and 

peace be multiplied unto you.‖ 2 Peter 1:2. There 

are neither limitations nor conditions to the 

measure of Gods provision. His presence is like a 

fire, the closer you get the more you feel its 
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affects, the choice remains with you. 

Now, why did God use specific ingredients to 

mix with the salt? What do each of these 

ingredients symbolize?  
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Our saltiness is determined by how                                           
close we remain to the Hand who is                                     

holding the salt. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

 
FRANKINCENSE 

 
 
 
 
Boswellia Carteri 
 

ebrew meaning: Lebonah, means 
―milk‖, to make pure or white. In 
Hebrew, the word Lebanon and 
lebonah have the same root. Perhaps 

the fragrance of Lebanon in Song of Solomon 
4:11 could refer to the fragrance of frankincense. 
    
Scripture references: Exodus 30:34; Leviticus 
2:1,2,15,16 Leviticus 5:11, 6:15, 24:7; Numbers 
5:15; 1 Chronicles 9:29; Nehemiah 13:5; 13:9; 
Song of Songs 3:6, 4:6, 4:14; Mathew 2:11; 
Revelations 18:13. 
Matthew 2:11 declares, "And when they were 
come into the house, they saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped him: and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 

H 

http://av1611.com/verseclick/gobible.php?p=Mt_2.11
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myrrh."  
Song of Songs 4:6 ,states, "Until the day break 
and the shadows flee away, I will get me to 
the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of 
frankincense." 
General properties: It helps blemishes and wound 
healing. It is considered to help with aging skin. It 
soothes, relaxes and rejuvenates emotion. It is a 
good anti-inflammatory, antiseptic 
Physical Properties: Frankincense is an aromatic 
gum-resin that is obtained from the Boswellia 
tree. It has star-shaped white or pink flowers. The 
gum is harvested in the same way as myrrh. The 
tree is lacerated and a resin exudes out of the tree 
and crystallizes and turns white. The clear resin is 
often referred to as ―frankincense tears‖. 
 
Prophetic meaning: I surrender into Your will 
and not mine.  
 
Frankincense is a unique resin because its 
full aroma is released when it is submitted to 
the action of fire. It was used in the recipe for 
making incense, which was burnt continually in 
the Tent of Meeting. It was used to sprinkle over 
burnt offerings except sin offerings. “If you 
cannot afford to bring two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, you may bring two quarts of 
choice flour for your sin offering. Since it is 
an offering for sin, you must not moisten it 
with olive oil or put any frankincense on it”. 

http://av1611.com/verseclick/gobible.php?p=Song%20of%20Sol_4.6
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Leviticus 5:11 
 
We see examples in scripture where frankincense 
is mostly related to a fragrance and not as 
anointing oil. Frankincense releases a white 
column of smoke which rises upwards and this 
description is recorded in Song of Solomon 3:6. 
The Shunamite woman describes her lover 
coming out of the wilderness in a pillar of smoke, 
fragranced with frankincense and myrrh.  
 
Let us study frankincense in relationship to its use 
in this recipe in Exodus 30:34, ―Then the Lord 
said to Moses, take sweet spices-stacte, onycha, 
and galbanum, sweet spices with frankincense, an 
equal amount of each- and make of them incense, 
a perfume after the perfumer‘s art, seasoned with 
salt and mixed pure and sacred‖. 
 
Unlike any other resin, frankincense is unique due 
to its white column of smoke, rising upwards. Its 
fragrance is powerful and was believed to chase 
away evil. It is interesting to look at the prophetic 
significance frankincense carries towards pointing 
us to Jesus and His birth. Jesus was born in a 
humble stable amongst those animals used for 
sacrifice. The Lamb of God was born where most 
would not dare to go. He began His life 
surrounded by those who were required to lay 
their lives down. 
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Frankincense forms white droplets of tear-shaped 
resin after the tree is lacerated. This describes the 
scene of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, 
where He lay down His will and chose to sacrifice 
His life for our redemption. Mary was given gold, 
frankincense and myrrh as a gift for Jesus from 
the wise men travelling from the wilderness. Does 
this not point to the pillar of smoke fragranced 
with frankincense and myrrh in Song of 
Solomon?  
 
Gold speaks of our righteousness which is about 
to come through Jesus, myrrh speaks of Jesus 
who endured a bitter-sweet experience at the 
cross to save us, and frankincense speaks about 
the intimacy we have through Jesus who came to 
be our mediator. Jesus is continually offering up 
intersession, the white column of smoke, to the 
Father on our behalf. It is clear that Jesus exudes 
the fragrance of frankincense and myrrh. 
 
The English word frankincense comes from a 
French word meaning ―free burning‖. It describes 
the white column of smoke rising and burning 
freely. This describes our relationship of intimacy 
with the Father who is delighted over us as our 
lives become a fragrant dance rising up before 
Him. He desires our lives to be graced in liberty, 
free from bondages and bathed in His security. 
The most powerful message in this incense is 
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surrender. I know that this is an area many of us 
struggle with. Our will can steer our lives towards 
great heights of victory or to devastating valleys 
of misery. God knows the power of the 
knowledge of good and evil in man and He is 
requesting us to offer up the power of our will 
into His hands. 
 
 Jesus became our pattern example by 
surrendering to His Father in all things, even to 
death. We know that Jesus took the penalty of 
death, so that we can become the recipients of 
eternal life. Jesus taught us a secret when He 
revealed to us how to live our lives in victory. The 
Shunamite woman describes her Beloved as 
coming with a fragrance of frankincense and 
myrrh, Song of Solomon 3:6. 
 
It is interesting to notice that the same phrase 
“until day breaks and the shadows flee away” 
in Song of Solomon 2:17 and 4:6, are used to 
describe the passion for intimacy. Both relate to 
going to a mountain of myrrh or Bether, which 
means separation. The Shunamite feels uncertain 
about surrendering herself to her new love and 
tells him to go upon the mountain of Bether.  
 
It continues to say that she began to miss him 
and went to search for him and could not find 
him, eventually she recognises him coming as a 
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pillar of smoke fragranced with frankincense and 
myrrh. There are times where we experience the 
nearness of our Beloved, His fragrance is sweet 
and our bitterness turns to sweetness and our 
tears to joy. In Song of Solomon 4:6, we read that 
the Beloved goes to the mountain of myrrh, our 
mountains of bitterness and separation and the 
hill of frankincense, our times of struggling to 
surrender and He meets us in the midst of our 
situation. Jesus came to take away the deception 
Satan brings upon us.  
 
Everything God made was meant for good and to 
prosper us, yet we do not recognise our day to 
day experiences in this way, until we surrender 
them to Him who then has the power to turn all 
things around for our good. As we lay down our 
thoughts and inner turmoil, we begin to exude a 
perfume that rises as a white column of smoke to 
the Lord.  
 
The fragrance or our surrendered lives brings joy 
to our Father‘s heart. John 15:13, ―Greater love 
has no man than this that He lay down his life for 
his friends.‖  
 
Our bitterness and tears will separate us from 
intimacy with God, yet as we come and draw near 
to Him, He draws near to us and takes them 
upon Himself and offers them up to the Father 
and we receive showers of redemption and 
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blessing in return. 
 
Agreement is essential towards accomplishing an 
action. We see this powerful action of agreement 
between the Father and Jesus as He went to the 
cross willingly. Frankincense has to be subject to 
intense heat before it releases a white column of 
smoke. Salt purifies the frankincense as the heat 
allows it to release this white column of smoke. 
Jesus, a picture of the Lamb that was salted 
before an offering was made, took our 
weaknesses and frailties upon Himself, so that we 
can be made strong in the process of 
surrendering. We are strengthened and 
encouraged because Jesus takes our requests 
before the Father and He negotiates on our 
behalf. Accepting this gift of salvation enters us 
into a covenant agreement with God. There is no 
easier way to live, than to live in His provision. 
 
A bride who surrenders is a bride who knows her 
bridegroom‘s love. She feels secure in her identity 
and knows her bridegroom is always watching 
over her. The hidden message of frankincense 
highlights Jesus as our intercessor. Your burdens 
are no longer heavy but light. They are consumed 
in God‘s presence and replaced by answers and 
solutions. Whenever we come into the intimate 
presence of our Father with faith and a heart of 
thanksgiving for all Jesus has done for us, God 
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recognises it as His sweet fragrance. It delights 
the Father every time we confess our sins and 
desire intimacy with Him. It grieves the Father 
when we hide away from our weaknesses. He 
loves a humble heart, because it says, ―Father I 
need You.‖ 
 
Frankincense reminds us that intimacy is a two-
way relationship and a two-way agreement 
towards coming to the throne. God has made the 
way and we are encouraged to come. ―My child I 
love you,‖ and we answer, ―My Father I need 
you.‖ 



 

77 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       We are strengthened and encouraged because 
       Jesus takes our requests before the Father and He 
      negotiates on our behalf. Accepting this gift of 
      salvation enters us into a covenant agreement with 
      God. There is no easier way to live, than to live in 
      His provision.” 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

 

GALBANUM 

 

Ferula Gummosa 
he word Galbanum, is derived from the 

Hebrew word pronounced khel-ben-aw. 

The name is from a Hebrew root word, 

pronounced khel-eb, which mean the 

choicest part, or fat.  Ferula comes from the 

Latin word ―ferule‖ which is a rod or stick; 

gummosa means gummy resin. 

Scripture reference:  Exodus 30:34 

General properties: Abscesses, acne, asthma, 

boils, bronchitis, catarrh, chronic coughs, cramps, 

cuts, digestive spasms, flatulence, inflammation, 

muscular aches, nervous tension, poor circulation, 

rheumatism, scar tissue, skin, stress related 

complaints, swollen glands, wrinkles and wounds.  

T 
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It has a woody, grass-like fragrance and has an 

acquired smell. Galbanum is high in 

monoterpenes; it is able to reprogram at a cellular 

level. I have used it in my facial serum for age 

prevention. 

Prophetic meaning: I give You my choicest 

part, Lord. The galbanum used by the Israelites 

was a resinous gum, the pungency of which had 

the effect of sustaining the presence of the 

burning incense for a longer time. The holy 

incense was prepared "after the art of the 

apothecary". Although its fragrance was not 

pleasant, it enhances the fragrances mixed with it. 

Galbanum was one of the ingredients in the Holy 

Incense, mentioned in Exodus 30:34. 

―And the LORD said unto Moses, take unto 

yourself sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and 

galbanum; these sweet spices with pure 

frankincense: of each shall there be a like weight: 

And you shall make it a perfume, a confection 

after the art of the apothecary, tempered together 

[salted], pure and holy: And you shall beat some 

of it very small, and put of it before the testimony 

in the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will 

meet with you: it shall be unto you most holy. 

And as for the perfume which you shall make, 
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you shall not make to yourselves according to the 

composition thereof: it shall be unto you holy for 

the LORD. Whosoever shall make like unto it, to 

enjoy the smell thereof, shall even be cut off from 

his people‖ 

Incense is mentioned 132 times in the Bible. To 

burn incense is biblical and God intended it to be 

symbolic of our worship and adoration of Him. 

Unlike anointing, which is God releasing power 

and truth to us, the concept of burning incense is 

all about our gift offering to the Lord. Incense 

consists of burning the resin that is crushed into a 

fine powder and then mixed with salt and burned 

over heat. The heat releases a column of smoke 

that has a fragrance. Therefore, the message 

behind galbanum is focused upon offering up to 

God our choicest part. What is our fat? 

Studying the Tabernacle is fascinating and we 

learn the riches of God‘s word through 

understanding the hidden secrets of Gods greater 

pattern plan. Let us look at the five principle 

offerings in the Word of God. 

We read about the burnt offering, meat offering, 

peace offering, sin offering and trespass offering. 



Naomi Sheneberger 

82 

These five offerings can be further divided into 

sweet offerings and non-sweet savor offerings. 

The burnt, meat and peace offerings were called 

sweet savor offerings to the Lord. (Leviticus 1:9, 

2:9, 3:5 and Eph.5:2) The burnt meat offering was 

representative of Jesus‘ perfect and complete 

perfection and obedience.  

The sin and trespass offerings were called non-

sweet because God was not pleased with sin 

(Numbers 15:1-12). In Leviticus 4:31 we read that 

the sin offering was a sweet savor to the Lord, 

and the reason was that the ―fat‖ portion of the 

offering was pleasant to the Lord. The fat of the 

animal represented the health and perfection of 

the animal. The fat added value to the sacrifice 

and was considered sacred (Leviticus 3:17; 7:22-

27).  

There was a penalty for eating the fat and God 

considered it as disrespectful and dishonouring to 

Him. The fat was fuel to the fire to consume the 

sacrifice. The fat represents the reason for 

Christ‘s death. If it were not for us continually 

bringing to the Lord our gratitude, thanks giving 

and praise, for saving us, what would be the point 

of Him continually making intersession for us? 

Jesus is continually reminding the Father of His 
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purchase price for His bride. We have to remain 

in a constant attitude of gratefulness and 

thanksgiving for all He has done and celebrate 

our dependency upon Him daily. By disregarding 

the ―fat‖ in today‘s context would suggest that we 

do not recognise the value of our sinful nature 

before God. If we hold on to our sin or sin 

consciousness, then we disregard the need for 

grace.  

We would rather hold on to the areas of our lives 

that we consider precious and valuable, such as 

our deepest secrets, our hidden motives, our 

independent attitude and self-dependency, than 

to offer them to Jesus. Often times we hold on to 

these ―dust collectors‖, in fear of being exposed. 

We ask ourselves the question, ―What will happen 

if I give this issue/ lie/ secret to the Lord? Will 

He expose me? Will I get hurt again?   Perhaps I 

should keep my cards close to my chest, just in 

case!  We treat God as though He were a human 

being who is capable of punishing and hurting us.  

Giving God your fat, means trusting His love for 

you and becoming vulnerable before Him, and 

knowing that He will never disgrace you, nor 

shame you or cause you pain.  
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2 Corinthians 2:15 “Our lives are a Christ-like 

fragrance rising up to God.” 

This scripture gives us a clue to how our lives can 

be compared to a fragrance. The key word here is 

―Christ-like‖. To be Christ like is a gift from God 

to us. This enormous gift of unmerited favour 

becomes ours the moment we surrender our lives 

to Him. To surrender means to offer up willingly 

or to lay down by choice. Jesus gave His life for 

you, He offered it up. Jesus was not captured and 

taken by force; instead He gave His life for us. 

Grace and Truth came, whilst the Law was given. 

Jesus is neither distant nor cold, like the Law, He 

came to have intimacy with you and call you His 

Beloved. 

God considers our lives as sweet smelling to Him, 

especially when we obey and surrender into His 

will from a position of knowing His love. In the 

Old Testament, the sacrificed lamb was lead to 

the slaughter, it had no choice. Yet Jesus came 

and He willingly gave up His life, so that we can 

have life eternal. Many times we feel like the lamb 

being lead to the slaughter, especially when 

preachers preach about a condemning God who 

is seeking those He can punish.  
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Grace is all about freely receiving. Jesus said, 

“Freely you have received, freely give.” 

Mathew 10;8 

He became our example of true unconditional 

love. Just as He surrendered Himself for us and 

into the will of His Father, so must we. Jesus gave 

us His very best, without restraint and without 

measure because He knew the love His Father 

had toward us. It was the power of God‘s love 

for us, which motivated Jesus to surrender His 

life for us. In the same way, we too can come to 

this place of knowing the Fathers love will never 

fail us. We too can come to the place where our 

desire to live in the abiding presence of God is 

sweeter than the life of sin and disobedience. 

God will never force you to give to Him; He only 

invites you to offer up yourself. The law and 

religion will bind you to conditions, but the Spirit 

of God under the new covenant provides you 

with a free choice. The gift of grace is called a 

gift, because you will never be in a position to 

earn it. Right being is possible by right believing. 

Another description on incense is revealed to us 

in Revelations 5:8. 
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“And when he had taken the book, the four 

beasts and four [and] twenty elders fell down 

before the Lamb, having every one of them 

harps, and golden vials full of odours 

(incense), which are the prayers of saints.” 

Prayer is laying down your own agenda and 

coming into the will of God your father. Jesus 

opened up His prayer for us to know and learn 

by. Let us take a closer look.  

“Our Father who art in heaven, hollowed be 

Thy Name. Your Kingdom come Your will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Jesus submits His ways and will to His Father. 

This is the beginning of worship and prayer. Too 

many times we bring our requests or our own 

agenda before God without surrendering them to 

Him first. We present God with our solutions 

and pray over them as though they are His will. 

God receives the prayer of the saints in golden 

vials. Why are they golden? Gold has to be 

refined by fire and so we see a beautiful picture of 

our prayers being held in a bowl of refined and 

purified gold. The prayers in the golden bowl 

represent prayers that have been submitted to His 

will. When we pray according to His will, we will 

see earth come into agreement with heavens 
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declarations. The will of God is made known to 

us by the Holy Spirit, who reveals all truth to us 

and He also prays on our behalf through the gift 

of tongues. The Holy Spirit is represented as the 

consuming fire, because He comes to burn away the 

dross and allows only that which has been 

purified and able to withstand the courts of 

Truth, to come before the Father as a sweet 

smelling fragrance. The prayers are given to the 

Father in bowls already purified.  The alter of 

incense, represents the sacred place of 

transparency and our right standing before our 

Father, because of all Jesus has done for us. As 

you come to the altar of incense, you begin to see 

yourself in Christ and only then are you able to 

come boldly into the holy presence and throne 

room of God. It is here, that you bring your 

requests and prayers that are in line with the will 

of the Father and with all that is written in heaven 

concerning you. 

 “Love has been perfected among us in this; 

that we may have boldness in the day of 

judgement; because as He is so are we in this 

world.”  

 -1 John 4:17 
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When love is perfected it signifies a trust. We will 

know without a shadow of doubt that what Jesus 

did for us is sufficient and complete. If this is so, 

why is it that many of us continue to try and earn 

our salvation? Why do we continue to judge 

ourselves as worthy or unworthy? Why do we try 

and convince believers to try harder and do self-

analysing tests? The more we focus upon self, and 

the more we place value upon our own self 

achieved credentials before God, the less we see 

ourselves in need of His righteousness. We 

become sin conscious and depressed and 

offended by His absence. How arrogant and 

disrespectful of us?  Becoming self-conscious will 

lead to pride and cause you to reduce the value of 

His completed and finished work upon the cross?  

The most natural place for the human race to go 

in order to feel better is to try harder, do better, 

act clever, pretend and try to mask your 

weaknesses and perceived failures. This, may I tell 

you, is your choicest part. Leave your old identity 

behind, strip yourself of all pretence and stop 

fooling yourself and live. 

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

lays down his life for the sheep.‖ John 10:11  

Grace always leads us into a willingness to 
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surrender. God never forces us to do or be 

anything. He always leads us towards the path 

we should walk.  It is the wisdom of God that 

leads us towards our destiny. 

It is the wisdom of God that will remind us to 

give our ―best part‖. The Bible says we need 

to seek wisdom. ―Love her and she will keep 

you.‖ Proverbs 4:6 

I believe that our choicest part is our will. 

Jesus lay down His will and chose to do His 

Fathers will. His life was a continual fragrant 

aroma before His Father. 

This is why God included frankincense in the 

recipe for incense. You can read more in the 

chapters to follow. 

When Mary bowed down and anointed Jesus 

feet, she demonstrated how a life of shame, 

guilt and hopelessness can be transformed 

into a sweet fragrance. Her life became sweet 

and her life of worship pleased the Lord so 

much, she was the first to see Jesus after He 

had risen. A surrendered life becomes a 

powerful life. You will arrive at prescribed 

Kingdom destination faster and wiser. 
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Prudence will be your friend. 

Laying down our own ways and cleverness 

requires total trust in Jesus. Having a good 

opinion of God will enable us to lay down our 

idols. Abraham had faith and God called him, 

a man of great faith. Abraham knew Gods 

love for him. Jesus knew the Fathers love for 

Him. So must we know the love of Jesus for 

us before we can confidently lay down our 

―choicest part‖. 

Cain and Abel both knew what the Lord 

required of them. Yet Cain did not give God 

the choice part. He did not fear the Lord. The 

fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

Proverbs 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom; all who follow 

his precepts have good understanding. To 

him belongs eternal praise.” 

God cannot give less than His best....... what 

about you? 

Psalms 141:2 “Let my prayer be set forth 

before thee as incense; and the lifting up 

of my hands as the evening sacrifice”. 
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The bride of Christ, who is fragranced                                                                                                         
in her Saviour‘s perfume, is called to                                                                                                                    

declare His Fragrant Name 
 to all nations. 



 

92 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Intimacy, The Power of Fragrance 

 

 

93 

CHAPTER NINE 
 

 
ONYCHA 

 
 
 

 love the Hebrew meaning of Onycha. The 
Hebrew word is sheheleth means ―to peel 
off by concussion of sound‖. Its root word 
shachal means ―to roar like a lion‖. In the 

Greek, it means ―fingernail‖ and/or ―a univalve 
claw or nail‖.  Onycha was used as an ingredient 
in the incense mentioned in Exodus 30:34-36. 
There is some controversy concerning the source 
of onycha. Some scholars, such as the Tulmud 
suggest that onycha comes from an annual plant, 
whilst the Jewish scholars say that onycha is a 
type of root. Some suggest sheheleth is applied to 
an operculum, which is defined as ―the claw or 
nail ―of a mollusc. I sense the source of onycha is 
from a plant, likely the rock rose, because sea 
creatures such as molluscs were an abomination 
and anyone touching or handling these creatures 
would be considered unclean. I doubt God would 
request an ingredient, considered as unclean to be 

I 
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used for incense, especially since burning incense 
is a symbol for worship and intimacy. Scripture 
reference: Exodus 30:34, 36 
General properties: It can be inhaled for relief of 
sinusitis, bronchitis coughs and colds. It is 
popular for relaxation in massage therapy. It can 
also be used for dressing of wounds. Prophetic 
meaning:  I declare Your name above every other 
name. It is important to focus on the accuracy of 
God‘s word and not to confuse the use of onycha 
as oil for anointing, but rather as incense.  
Although onycha can be bought as an essential 
oil, and its physical benefits are worthy to 
mention, I would like to share the biblical 
significance of onycha as incense. 
 
The rock rose petals have a dark finger nail like 
marking on them and the labdanum from these 
bushes attaches itself to the beards of the sheep 
or wild goats. The fresh resin is a soft, sticky and 
tar-like substance. It has a sweet fragrance similar 
to honey.  As the resin ages, it becomes hard and 
brittle.  It has been suggested that this sticky resin 
was crushed and mixed with salt, and burned 
upon the Alter of incense. The shepherd would 
take his sheep under his arm and gently remove 
the sticky onycha resin from the beards or wool 
of his flock.  Removing this sticky black resin, 
would result in the sheep to cry out in protest. 
Are you beginning to see how Jesus is preparing 
His bride to be without spot or blemish. Even 
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though our sins are forgiven we are continually 
being transformed from glory to glory. The closer 
and more confident we become with our 
Shepherd the more we trust Him to take our 
deepest pain and remove remaining ―resins‖ or 
remnants of our lives that may jeopardise our 
intimacy with our Father. 
I love the symbolism of crying out loud and 
resulting in the peeling away with the concussion 
of sound. It reminds me of Jesus, who cried out 
loud, ―it is finished‖. As He gave up His life for 
us, He endured the most painful separation 
anyone could imagine. The bible says that hell will 
be total separation from Gods presence. The love 
of Jesus, for us can never be measured. He cried 
out in agony, so that you can call out to Him with 
confidence. He has given you a roar of authority 
instead of a cry of weakness and helplessness. 
Jesus came to peel away the eternal separation 
between you and God and opened up a path into 
His presence. The fragrance of onycha is a 
constant reminder to us of the boldness by which 
we can come into the most Holy Place. As we 
breathe in this fragrance, we come with hearts 
filled with thanksgiving for all He has done. Our 
mouths open with songs of praise and darkness is 
peeled away. Hallelujah. 
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Allow me to reveal the importance of coming 
into the presence of the Lord with peace and 
assurance of your salvation. God desires for us to 
know our position and right standing in Him 
because of the finished work Jesus accomplished 
on our behalf. It is vitally important to recognise 
the contrast of coming with peace and rest as 
opposed to coming with guilt fear and 
condemnation. “Let us then approach the 
throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us 
in our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 
 
―In him and through faith in him we may 
approach God with freedom and confidence.‖ 
Eph. 3:12 
 
The sheep come to the Shepherd with 
confidence, knowing His intentions are always 
good for them. Our Shepherd protects and leads 
us with His staff.  He removes all impurities from 
us, as we humble ourselves in His presence. The 
walls we build around ourselves are torn down as 
we rest and humbly allow Him to remove our 
impurities from us. He knows where brittle black 
resin is attached to you. His desire is for you to 
come to Him, so He can unburden you and set 
you free. He says to you, 
 
 “You are all fair, my love and there is no spot 
in you, you have ravished My heart, how 
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much better than wine is your love and the 
scent of your perfumes than all the spices.”  
                             -Song of Solomon 4: 7, 10, 11 
 
I remember how God took me to this place of 
humility. I was invited to speak in South Africa 
and was focussed on what to wear because the 
audience was affluent and I felt my first 
impression for them was not going to be 
adequate. The day before I was leaving, I 
suggested to my husband that we should go for a 
run. Our home is situated amongst farm land and 
the running paths are uneven and narrow, with 
the sun setting and the evening light glowing red 
and pink upon the horizon it seemed like a 
perfect end to my preparations. Still my mind was 
focussed upon what I should pack and so many 
insecurities began to haunt me. As I was pre-
occupied with these lies, I did not watch where I 
was going and I tripped and lost my balance. I 
tried to stabilise myself but to no avail. I landed 
violently with my chest upon the dirt and my 
hands spread out in front of me. My head felt 
heavy and I was unable to hold it up. My bottom 
lip dragged into the dirt and I realised I had a 
hand full of debris mixed with blood in my 
mouth. I looked shocking and by the next 
morning I looked worse, with scabs on my nose 
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and lips due to the inflammation and swelling. 
I reluctantly continued with my plans to go, 
because I could not cancel at such short notice. 
However, God began to speak to me about 
surrendering vanity. I had never noticed or 
recognised it as something that was hindering my 
intimacy. Yet Father God knew that this area in 
my life needed to come into His will. I believe 
that I overcame by continuing to go, even though 
I looked awful. I felt embarrassed, miserable and 
emotionally weak. I lost self-confidence and 
began crying out in pain and self-pity. I realised 
very quickly that I was covered in sticky resin 
spots of self-consciousness. Thankfully I knew 
that if I did not go to Him, I was going to 
struggle spiritually. I may have looked good 
outwardly, but spiritually the message God had 
prepared for me to deliver, would have smelled of 
self-righteousness and death. Only after this 
experience did I appreciate the Shepherd‘s 
grooming. No matter how embarrassing or 
humiliating it might be to admit to your 
weaknesses, Jesus knows that as you give them to 
Him, He will release a new fresh anointing upon 
you. Jesus has overcome every humiliation, 
painful experience, embarrassment; you will ever 
have to go through. When Jesus uttered His last 
words, “It is finished”, He meant it. You are 
free and healed.  
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“No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below- indeed, nothing in all creation will 
ever be able to separate us from the love of 
God.”                                                                                  
-Romans 8:39 
 
The message of onycha is about coming into 
intimacy with your Father unashamed. God does 
not want anything hindering you from receiving 
the abundance of heaven. He loves you and has 
anointed you to know the truth and the truth will 
make you free. Intimacy with Jesus will turn your 
cry into a roar. His love transforms your pain into 
a victory. 
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CHAPTER TEN 
 
 

STACTE 

 
 
 

he Hebrew word is “nataph”, which 
means ―a drop‖ or drops of water. It also 
refers to oozing slowly, to distil gradually, 

or to fall in small drops like rain.  A reference is 
made to drops of water in Job 36:27.  
 
Job 36:27, For he maketh small the drops of 
water: they pour down rain according to the 
vapour thereof:  
Job 36:28 Which the clouds do drop and distil 
upon man abundantly.  
 
We also read in Exodus 30:34-37 
 
―And the LORD said unto Moses, take unto thee 
sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; 
these sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each 
shall there be a like weight:  
Exo 30:35 And thou shalt make it a perfume, a 
confection after the art of the apothecary, 

T 
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tempered together, pure and holy:  
Exo. 30:36 And thou shalt beat some of it very 
small, and put of it before the testimony in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, where I will meet 
with thee: it shall be unto you most holy.  
Exo. 30:37 And as for the perfume which thou 
shalt make, ye shall not make to yourselves 
according to the composition thereof: it shall be 
unto thee holy for the LORD.‖ 
 
Stacte was thought to be the naturally flowing 
resin droplets, exuding from the myrrh tree. 
The difference in name is because myrrh is 
harvested after incisions have been made to the 
trunk of the myrrh tree and stacte is the name 
given to the free flowing droplets of resin, 
exuding from the myrrh tree. Some references 
believe stacte comes from the storax or styrax 
tree. My heart is to seek the Lord for answers and 
ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to me the hidden 
meanings to His intentions. God is very 
intentional and His choice of words, symbols and 
prototypes are always consistent. The use of 
different ingredients for both the anointing oil 
and incense is significant. Let us walk through 
this journey together, bearing in mind that 
anointing is an impartation of blessing, 
consecration and supernatural power from God 
to us, and incense signifies an attitude of 
surrendering, worship and preparation of our 
hearts before God, as a sweet smelling aroma to 



Intimacy, The Power of Fragrance 

 

 

103 

Him. As we observe stacte in this light, I am 
inclined to compare the harvesting of each 
proposed source, the myrrh tree, storax tree or 
styrax tree. The styrax or styrax resin is not a 
normal product of the tree but rather it is 
obtained by pounding the bark of the tree and 
small oil ducts are formed on the inside and this 
is harvested. The myrrh tree has two forms of 
resin harvested from it. The most common is 
named myrrh, because it is harvested by 
lacerating the tree at 2-3 week intervals on the 
same wounds and the tree releases reddish brown 
droplets of resin. The second, rarer and extremely 
precious resin also harvested from the myrrh tree, 
is released naturally and freely from the tree and 
is called stacte. 
 
Our relationship with Jesus under the new 
covenant is focused upon grace and coming to 
the throne room of God confidently and without 
reserve. The reference to myrrh in the anointing 
oil and then the change of name from myrrh to 
stacte for the use in the incense is significant. 
Myrrh oil, used in the anointing recipe, refers to 
Jesus who became our sin offering and took upon 
Himself the full wrath and judgement of God, so 
that He could present us with the free gift of 
grace and give us the opportunity to come to 
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Him confidently. Our thanksgiving of praise and 
worship releases a sweet aroma to Him and 
pleases Him. I would like to make reference to 
how precious and highly valued our worship is 
before God. In Psalms 96:7-9 it says, “Ascribe 
to the Lord, O families of the people, ascribe 
to the Lord glory and strength! Ascribe to the 
Lord the glory due to His name; bring an 
offering, and come into His courts.”  
 
The Lord encourages us to do bring an offering 
to Him. What does this mean? An offering is 
giving out of gratitude and thanksgiving. God has 
no delight in forced giving. To give because you 
feel obligated, or because you have been taught it 
is the right things to do, is not and offering. 
Neither is giving and offering if there is an 
expectation attached. The stacte comes out the 
myrrh tree naturally, and without force.  
 
It provides a precious costly resin, with has the 
same physical benefits as myrrh, used for 
anointing purposes, however there is a significant 
difference. The myrrh is harvested by force 
and by man; however, the stacte is harvested 
after the tree offers up its precious gift, 
without human intervention. Jesus became 
our myrrh by offering Himself up to be 
beaten and lacerated by man. He released life 
to us by being willing to live amongst us and die 
with our sinful nature upon Himself. God calls us 
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to Himself and leads us to see the free gift given 
to us and in return we offer back to Him the 
purified, sanctified offering of ourselves in praise 
and adoration of Him, this becomes our stacte 
offering. Stacte releases a very sweet fragrance 
mixed with salt and burnt over the fire. 
 
God sees the intents of our hearts and rewards 
those who trust in Him. There comes a time in 
our relationship with God, where we desire to 
give more and more of ourselves to Him, because 
we experience His rewards. As His children we 
are all blessed and have been given the blessings 
of Abraham. 
 
―And now that you belong to Christ, you are the 
true children of Abraham. You are his heirs and 
Gods promise to Abraham belongs to you.‖                
-Galatians 3:29 
 
A blessing is a promise of something to come. It 
is yours through an inheritance. It belongs to you 
and you are entitled to it. However, a reward is 
the manifestation of a blessing. The children of 
Israel had been blessed by God, but many never 
entered into their reward, which was the 
Promised Land. Abraham was blessed long 
before He received his reward.  
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Why is there a time delay? I believe that many, as 
in the case of the children of Israel, although they 
had been given a blessing to enter into the 
Promised Land, many never entered because they 
had no faith. In Hebrews it says, they could not 
enter in, because of their unbelief. Abraham 
received Isaac after he received his name change 
and began walking in a new level and position of 
faith. Faith is a gift which gets stronger by 
beholding and trusting the one in whom you 
received the blessing. This scripture in Hebrew 
defines what I am saying, 
“And without faith it is impossible to please 
God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”             
-Hebrew 11:6 
God is seeking your voluntary sacrifice of love, 
obedience and continual worship. He cannot help 
pouring His rewards upon you when you connect 
to His heart of love for you. His whole purpose 
for sending Jesus was for you to accept His love 
and see yourself as worthy to inherit all He has 
waiting for you.  This is the point and symbolic 
representation of the alter of incense. It is the 
most intimate place you come to, with boldness 
and full appreciation of all He has done for you, 
and so you willingly and with all your heart lavish 
Him with your free will offering of exactly ―who 
and all you are‖. This becomes your safest place. 
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His presence is where you feel totally accepted, 
forgiven, loved and adored. This is the secret 
place, where only you and Him enjoy the full 
transparency of brutal honesty and acceptance. 
Can you now understand how valuable this 
intimate place of the Alter of Incense is? Can you 
understand that Gods desire is for you to enjoy 
Him in His fullness and therefore He makes 
provisions for you to leave your insecurities at 
this last alter? As you begin to study each resin 
used for this precious fragrance, your eyes will be 
opened to a new dimension and position of His 
intended rewards for you.  
 
In conclusion, I would like to define the stacte to 
you with reference to entering into His presence 
and becoming a sweet smelling sacrifice to Him. 
Stacte is a free will offering, so whatever you give 
to the Lord is by the leading of the Holy Spirit 
and not by obligation. Your times of worship and 
praise are with a heart of thanksgiving and not 
condemnation because it says; enter into His 
gates with thanksgiving and His courts with 
praise. God longs for His Sons Bride to know her 
worthiness and to take up her position with 
confidence knowing that a high price was paid for 
her and that He calls her worthy. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 

I hope you have been blessed by the power of 
Gods plan of grace over your life. He is your 
Master perfumer and knows your most intimate 
thoughts, feelings and emotions. He is committed 
to you forever and His everlasting love is being 
poured over you daily. My prayer is for you to 
walk in a new revelation of His plans and 
purposes for you and to be lavished in His 
fragrance of love. 
 
 "Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity therefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy 
fellows‖. As we love righteousness, and walk in 
His free gift of grace, we shall be anointed with 
the same oil of gladness that Jesus received. This 
anointing is "heavenly inspiration‖, healing and 
redemptive. I invite you to joy in the Lord, in the 
sure sense of the divine presence which never 
falters and never fails but rejoices over you 
forever. 
 
God turned my ashes into beauty; He gave me a 
new life and a place of resting in His gift of love  
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to me. I have been married for two years for the 
third time and after much heart ache and self 
―destructive‖ behaviour, God rescued me and 
gave me His anointing, and said, ―Naomi, you are 
My Beloved‖. He has clothed me in a new 
garment of His righteousness and fragranced me 
with the oil of joy and gladness. My husband sees 
me as Christ Jesus sees me and does not judge me 
by my past. The freedom from guilt and shame is 
available to you too. 
God‘s hands are open towards you right now, and 
I believe He is saying to you that, “Come My 
beloved, you are Mine” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The End 
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Naomi’s prayer is for the bride of Christ to 

experience God’s heart for restoration and freedom 

in our relationship with God as our Father and Jesus 

our Bridegroom. Scripture States “And they went 

out …….and they anointed with oil many that were 

sick and healed them”. Mark 6:12-13 in this book 
Sheneberger shows us that from the earliest days on 
earth, our ancestors used the fragrant plants to heal, 
uplift, anoint, and empower their lives. Why should 
fragrance, or aroma, be so powerful, and so sought 
after by people all over the world throughout history? 
Consider for a moment: why do you give flowers as 
a sign of love, good wishes, or blessing? What is 
so magical about the fragrance of a rose or the 
scent of a pine forest? Is it possible that fragrances 
are not only beautiful but also life changing? To find 
out more…get this book too. 
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